FORWARD TOWNSHIP,
ALLEGHENY COUNTY , PENNSYLVANIA
ORDINANCENO._0O4 - -

AN ORDINANCE OF FORWARD TOWNSHIP, ALLEGHENY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, PROHIBITING NUISANCE DOGS AND NUISANCE
DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATION

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY FORWARD TOWNSHIP AND IT IS
HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Definitions.

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

“Dog” shall mean the genus and species known as Canis familiaris.

“Domestic Animal” shall mean any equine, feline or bovine animal, cow, sheep, goat,
pig, poultry, bird, fowl, confined hare, lama, alpaca, rabbit, mink, cat or any wild or semi-wild
animal maintained in captivity.

“Farm” means a tract of land in an areas zoned to permit farming and that is devoted in
whole or in part to the carrying on of farming operations that include the raising, breading or
keeping of domestic animals for commercial profit.

“Own” means to keep, harbor, or have control, charge or custody of a dog or domestic
animal unless otherwise specified.

Section 2. Nuisance Dogs Prohibited:

(a) No dog shall be permitted, whether or not leashed or restrained and regardless of
location kept, to be a nuisance to persons, property or other animals.

(b) A dog is adjudged to be a nuisance if it:

(1) Creates offensive odors, excessive noise or unsanitary conditions that
adversely affect the health, comfort or safety of the public;

(2) Barks, howls or yelps for a sustained period of fifteen minutes or more
between the hours of 10:00 p.m and 6:00 a.m. or barks on multiple occasions
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. so as to disturb the peace and
quiet of a person or persons living in the neighborhood or area;



(3) Engages in frequent and habitual barking, howling or yelping at any time so as
to unreasonably disturb the peace and quiet of a person or persons living in
the neighborhood or area;

(4) Digs, scratches or excretes or causes waste or garbage to be scattered on
property other than the owner’s;

(5) goes onto public or private property, other than the dog owner’s property,
without the consent of the property owner;

(6) Is off the premises of the owner and not under the control of any person by
means of personal presence and attention as will reasonably control the
conduct of such dog, unless accompanied by the owner or custodian. This
subsection shall not include a dog which is being used for hunting, herding,
supervised competition, or exhibition or training for such activities if
accompanied by the owner or person accepting custody over the dog from the
owner, meaning that the owner or person accepting custody over the dog from
the owner must be able to see or hear the dog or have reasonable knowledge of
where the dog is hunting or herding or where training is being conducted or
where trials are being held.

Section 3. Nuisance Domestic Animals Prohibited

(a) No domestic animal shall be permitted, whether or not leashed or restrained and
regardless of location kept to be a nuisance to persons, property or other animals.

(b) A domestic animal is adjudged to be a nuisance if it:

(1) creates offensive odors, excessive noise or unsanitary conditions that adversely
affect the health, comfort or safety of the public;

(2) crows, clucks, howls, screeches, yelps, bays, meows, howls, bleats or yelps for
a sustained period of fifteen minutes or more between the hours of 10:00 p.m
and 6:00 a.m. or engages in such noise making activities on multiple
occasions between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. so as to disturb the
peace and quiet of a person or persons living in the neighborhood or area;

(3) at any time engages in frequent and habitual crowing, clucking, howling,
screeching, yelping, baying, meowing or bleating, or in any other way or
manner unreasonably disturbs the peace and quiet of any person or persons in
the neighborhood or area;

(4) scratches, grazes, chews, digs or defecates upon any lawn, tree, shrub, plant,
building or any other public or private property, other than the animal
owner’s property, without the consent of the property owner;



(5) goes onto public or private property, other than the animal owner’s property,
without the consent of the property owner;

(c) Domestic animals owned by or in the custody and control of farmers and kept on
farm property are exempt from subsections (b)(1) through (b)(3) above.

Section 4. Penalty for Violation:

Any person or persons violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall, be fined
twenty-five ($25.00) plus costs, including enforcement costs for the first offense. Each
subsequent offense shall cause to be issued a fine of not less than one-hundred ($100.00) plus
costs, including enforcement costs. Each separate occurrence shall constitute a separate
violation.

Section 5.  Severability:

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be severable, and, if any of its provisions shall be
held to be unconstitutional, the decision of the court shall not affect or impair any of the
remaining provisions of the Ordinance. It is hereby declared as the intent of the Township to
enact this Ordinance minus any provisions held to be unconstitutional.

Section 6. Statement of Interpretation:
Through the enactment of this Ordinance, the intent of Forward Township is not to
~ change or usurp any of the existing laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or other codes or

ordinances that directly or indirectly regulate animals and/or owners and that this Ordinance
supplement such other laws. In the event there is a conflict between a provision of this
Ordinance and another ordinance, the provision of this Ordinance shall control.

Section 7. Effective Date:

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon being enacted.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Supervisors of Forward Township, County of
Allegheny and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, this 2 ;4 day of j ul }/ , 2009,

Forward Township
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