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TOWNSHIP OF FORWARD

ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NUMBER 83-1

AN ORDINANCE amending Ordinance /1-6, the Zoning Ordinance of the
Township of Forward; Regulating the Location and the Use of Structures
and Land for Residences, Business, Industry, and Other Purposes;
Regulating the Location and Height of Structures, -Size of Yards and
Other Open Spaces, Automobile Parking and the Density of Population:
Providing a Method of Administration by Establishing a Zoning Hearing

Board; Prescribing Duties and Powers of Officials; and Prescribing
Penalties for Violations. ' '

WHEREAS, it 1is the finding of the Governing Body that this Ordinance

1s in accordance with the spirit and intent of the Comprehensive Plan
for Forward Township, now therefore:

BE IT HEREBY ordained by the Township Supervisors of the Township of
Forward, County of Allegheny, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

ARTICLE ONE:

BASIC PROVISIONS

101 TITLE: This Ordinance may be cited as the Forward Township
Zoning Ordinance.

102 EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall take effect June 6, 1983.

103 DEFINED WORDS: Words used in a special sense in this Ordinance
are defined in Article Six.

104 COMMUNITY = DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES:  The community ~development
objectives which ate the basis for the provisions of this Ordinance

are set forth in the Comprehensive Plan as adopted and amended by the
Governing Body, :

105 ZONING MAP: A map entitled "Forward Township Zoning Map" 1is
hereby adopted as a part of this Ordinance. The Zoning Map shall be

kept on file for examination in the office of the Township Secretary
in the Munieipal Bullding.

106 COMPLIANCE: No structure shall be located, erected,

constructed,
reconstructed, moved, altered, converted, or enlarged;

nor shall any
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structure or land be used or be designed to be used, except in full
‘compliance with all the provisions of this Ordinance and after the

lawful issuance of all permits and certificates required by this
Ordinance.

107 SEVERABILITY: 1If any provision of this Ordinance or the applica-

tion of any provision to particular circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the Ordinance or the application of such provision to
other clrcumstances shall not be affected.

108 INTERPRETATION: The provisions of this Ordinance shall be held
to be the minimum requirements for the protection of the health,
safety, morals and general welfare of Forward Township.
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TABLE 201 PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES,

LOT AND YARD STANDARD, FORWARD TOWNSHIP Continued.

M-1 INDUSTRIAL

Mobile Home Patk
Mobile Homes

R-3 GENERAL B—1 BUSINESS
RESIDENTTAL
PERMITTED Single-Family Dwelling Retail Stores Light Manufacturing
USES Two—Family Dwelling Service Shops Research Laboratories
Multiple-Family Eat/Drink Place Of fices
Dwelling Theatres, Bowling Warehousing
Parks, Schools, Alleys Supply Yards
Churches Of fices Truck Terminal
Agriculture Banks Public Buildings
Accessory Uses Gas Statiomns Agriculture!
Motels Public Utility
Commercial Recreation Structures
Commercial Schools Open Land Recreation
Hospitals & Clinics Accessory Uses
Public Buildings
Parks,Schools,Churches
Agriculture
Public Utility
Structures
Accessory Uses
CONDITIONAL Planned Residential Multiple Dwellings Manufacturing
USES Development Shopping Centers Motels
Public Buildings Wholesale Business Gas Stations
Clinic Research Laboratories Restaurants
Public Utility Auto Sales and Repair Industrial Park
Structures Mobile Home Sales Commercial Recreation
Cemeteries Recreation Vehicle Shopping Center
Funeral Homes Sales Mineral Extraction
Hospital

MIN LOT AREA
LOT AREA/FAMTLY
WIDTH

7,200 Square Feet
2,500 Sgquare Feet
60 Feet

20,000 Sguare Feet
7,500 Square Feet
100 feet,

FRONT YARD 25 Feet 50 Feet .
SIDE YARD 10 Feet 20 Feet
REAR YARD 25 Feet 50 Feet

77 20 Feet

20,000 Square Feet

100 Feet
50 Feet:

50 Feet
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TABLE 201 PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES, LOT AND YARD STANDARD, FORWARD TOWNSHIP

A=l ODmewﬂPHHoz.

A-2 AGRICULTURE

R-1 SINGLE-FAMILY

R-2 RESIDENTIAL

PERMITTED
USES

Agriculture

Open Land Recreation
Parks ,
Accessory Uses

Agriculture

Open Land Recreation
Parks L
Single-Family Dwell'g
Accessory Uses

Single—Family Dwelling
Parks, Schools,Churches
Agriculture

Accessory Uses

Single-Family Dwelling
Two Family Dwelling
Multiple Family Dwelling
Parks,Schoals,Churches
Accessory Uses

CONDITIONAL
USES

Single—Family
Dwelling
Churches
Cemeteries
Mobile Home

Planned Residential
Development
Two—Family Dwelling

Mobile Home
Public Utility

Planned Residential
Development

Two—Family Dwelling

Climnic

Public Utdility Struc-

Planned Residential
- Development
Public Buildings
Public Utilicy
Structures

Public Utility Structures tures ‘Funeral Homes
Structures Public Building Hospital
Cemeteries
o i

MIN LOT AREA 3 Acres 1 Acre 10,500 Square Feet 7,200 Square Feet
LOT AREA/FAMILY 3 Acres 1 Acre 4,000 Square Feet 2,500 Square Feet
WIDTH 250 Feet 150 Feet 75 Feet 60 Feet
FRONT YARD 50 Feet 50 Feet 30 Feet 25 Feet
SIDE YARD 30 Feet 30 Feet 15 Feet 10 Feet
REAR YARD 50 Feet 50 Feet 35 Feet & 25 Feet
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ARTICLE TWO:

DISTRICT REGULATIONS

201 ZONING DISTRICTS: The Municipality is divided into the Districts
stated on Table 201 as shown by the District boundaries on the Zoning
Map. ' ' :
202 DISTRICT BOUNDARIES: District boundaries shown on the lines of
roads, streams, and transportation rights of way shall be deemed to
follow the centerlines. The vacation of roads shall not affect the
location of such district boundarles. When the Zoning Officer cannot
definitely determine the location of a district boundary by such
centerlines, by the scale or dimensions stated on the Zoning Map, or
by the fact that it .clearly coineides with a property line, he shall
refuse action, and the Zoning Hearing Board, upon appeal, shall
Interpret the location of the district boundary with reference to the

scale of the Zoning Map and the purposes set forth in all relevant
provisions of this Ordinance.

203 PERMITTED USES: The permitted uses for each district are shown on
Table 201, Uses not specifically listed shall not be permitted.

204 CONDITIONAL USES: The Governing Body may authorize conditional

uses ag sgpeclfied on Table 201 1if all conditions and provisions
of Article Four are met. '

204.1 Uses not specifically listed as permitted or conditional uses
shall be prohibited. :

205 HEIGHT REGULATIONS: No structure shall exceed a maximum height
above average ground level of 35 feet, provided however:

205.1 A structure for any permitted or conditional ;use in any
District may exceed 35 Feet in height 1f 1) every required yard is
increased by one foot for each additional foot of height, and 2) the
permit for such structure has been reviewed and authorized as
Conditional Use as regulated by Article Four.

a
205.2 The height regulations of this Ordinance shall not apply to
television and radio towers, church spires, belfries, monuments,

tanks, water or fire towers, ornamental towers, spires, chimneys,
elevator bulkheads, smokestacks and flagpoles.

206 FLOOR AREA REQUIREMENTS: No single family dwelling shall have a
floor area of less than 1000 square feet.

1]
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207 LOT AND YARD REQUIREMENTS: The minimum lot area, minimum width of

lot, minimum depth of Ffront yard, minimum wldth of each sgide
yard for each district shall be as shown on Table 201.

207.1 Lots which abut on more than one street ghall provide the
required front yards along every street.

207.2 All structures, whether attached to the principal structure or
not, and whether open or enclosed, including porches, balconies or
platforms above normal grade level, shall not project into any minimum
front, side, or rear yard. (except that structures accessory to single
family residences may extent into required rear and side yards, but
not closer «¢han ten feet to rear and side vard lot lines.)

207.3 Any non-conforming lot of record existing on the effective date
of this Ordinance and then held in separate ownership different from
the ownership of adjoining lots shall be exempt from the minimum lot
area, depth and width requirements provided they are used in accor-
dance with minimum yard requirements, and that uses other than a one

family house conform to minimum lot area per family requirements of
this Ordinance.

207.4 Where septic tanks or on lot sewage treatment occurs, the mini-

mum lot size shall not be less than required by percolation tests, and
in no case shall it be less than one acre.

207.5 Non-residential structures or uses shall not be located or con-
ducted closer to any other lot line of any lot {in any "A" or "R"
District than the distance specified in the following schedule.,

MINIMUM Side or Rear
Yard Abutting any lot
in any "R" District USE

20 feet Of f-street parking spaces, access drives

for non-residential uses.

40 feet Churches, schools, public or seml-public

structures.

70 feet Recreation facilities, entertainment

facilities, motels, all business uses
and all industrial uses.

208~ EXTERIOR WALL SURFACES: -Exposed exterior walls _of structures

8hall be composed of brick, stone, glass,.metal or marble with wood
uged for trim only, except as provided herein,
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208.1 Wood, may be used for exposed, exterior walls for residential
structures of three stories or less.

208.2 Concrete block may be used for exposed, rear exterior walls in
the "B-1" and "M-1" Districts upon recommendation of the Planning
Commission and approval of the Board of Supervisors where there is a

finding that such rear wall will not be visible to passersby or to the
general public. '

208.3 The Board of Supervisors may approve alternative materials if,

aid only 1if, such material is determined to be of equal or superior
quality and esthetic character of approved materials,

208.4 An addition to an existing structure which is non-conforming
with respect to this Section may be constructed in conformance with
the materials of original construction of the existing portion of the
structure with approval by the Zoning Of ficer.
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ARTICLE THREE:

GENERAL REGULATIONS

301 NON-CONFORMING USES: The following provisions shall apply to all
non-conforming uses:

301.1 A non-conforming use may be continued but may not be extended,
expanded, or changed unless to a conforming use, except as permitted
by the Zoning Hearing Board in accordance with the following and with
all other pEovisions of this Ordinance.

30i.1(a) The new use will more closely correspond to the uses per-
mitted in the District.

301.1(b) The changed use will be in keeping with the character of
the neighborhood in which it is located.

301.2 A Zoning Certificate must be obtained by the owner of the non-
conforming use as evidence that the use lawfully existed prior to the
adoption of the provisions which made the use non-conforming. The

Zoning Certificate shall be obtained within ninety days of adoption of
guch provisions. :

301.3 Any non-conforming structure damaged by fire, flood, explosion,
or other casualty may be reconstructed and used as before 1f such
reconstruction is performed within 12 months of such casualty, and if

the restored structure has no greater coverage and contains no greater
cubic content than before such casualty.

301.4 In the event that a non-conforming use, conducted in a struc-
ture or otherwise, ceases, for whatever reason, for a period of one

year, or 1is abandoned for any period, such non-conforming use shall
not be resumed. ' 2

301.5 Where a non-conforming use is conducted inside a structure, the
floor area of the structure and the non-conforming use within 1t may
be enlarged to an extent not greater than twenty-five percent of the
floor area existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance, when

permitted by The Board of Zoning Appeals in accordance with the
following:

301.5(a) There shall be no increase 1in non-compliance, if any, with
lot and yard requirements; and
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301.5(b) Off-street parking, as required by Section 306 of this
Ordinance, shall be provided as to the enlarged portion.

302 NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURES: A non-conforming structure used or
occupled by a permitted use may be enlarged or expanded 1if the
expansion, considered 1independently of the original structure,
complies with the off-street parking of this Ordinance, and such

expansion does not otherwise increase the extent of non-conformity in
any respect.

303 ACCESSORY USES: The following provisiens shall apply to
accessory uses: '

303.1 Accessory farm buildings shall not be erected within 100 feet
of a neighboring property.

303.1(a) Feed lots, runs, pens, kennels, and similar intensively used

facilities the ralsing and care of twenty or more animals shall not be
located within 300 feet of a neighboring property.

303.1(b) Roadside stands for sale of home-grown frults and vegetables
shall be permitted if they do not entail a structure hdving a floor
area greater than 100 square feet, are erected at least 30 feet off
the road, and parking space is provided off the road.

303.2 Every swimming pool shall be enclosed by a fence or wall not

less than four feet high to prevent uncontrolled access by small
children.

- 303.3 The exterior storage of not more than one motor vehicle which
does not have a current inspection sticker shall be considered an

accegsory use, but two or more shall constitute an auto salvage
business and shall not be permitted as an accessory use.

303.4
- dent
such

The pursuit of vocational or avocational interests by a resi-
shall be deemed an accessory use to a dwelling, provided that
activity 1is clearly subordinate to the dwelling, that no equip-

or facilities be involved which are dangerous or incompatible .
- with the residential environment, and that there be no external evi-
dence of any non-residential activity.

304 SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS: The following uses may be authorlized with
such conditions as are deemed appropriate by the Zoning Hearing Board.

304.1 TLiving quarters in an accessory structure as an accessory use

to a single family house to accommodate domestic employees of the
residents of the principal building.

1
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304.2 The accommodation of not more than two non—transient roomers

as an accessory use to a single famlly house, provided that no sign
is displayed.

304.3 Directional signs of a reasonable size in connection with any
legal business or industry provided they contain no information other

than instructions for convenience of vehicular traffic in reaching
such business or industry.

304.4 Temporary structures and trailers used in conjunction with
construction work may be permlitted only during the period that the

congtruction work is 1in progress. Permits for temporary structures
shall be issued for a six-month period.

305 SIGNS: No sign, billboard, or exterior graphic display shall be
permitted in any district except as herein provided.

305.1 In any district a sign not exceeding one square foot in surface
size 18 permitted which announces the name, address, or professional

activity of the occupant of the premises on which sald sign {is
located.

305.2 A bulletin board not exceeding twenty-four square feet is per-

mitted in connection ‘with any church, school or similar public
structure.

305.3 A temporary real estate or construction sign of reasonable gize
1s permitted on the property being sold, leased or developed. Permits
for temporary signs shall be issued for not more than six months.
Such sign shall be removed promptly when {it has fulfilled its

function.

305.4 Business signs shall be permitted in connection with any legal

business or industry when located on the same premises, and if they
meet the following requirements.

305.4(a) signs shall not contain informati
product not sold on the premises.

on or advertising for any
305.4(h) Signs shall not have a combined aggregate sgurface gize

greater than five square feet for each foot of width of the prin-
cipal structure on the premises.

305.4(c) Signs shall not project over public right-of-way. .

305.4(d) signs and strictures shall not be illuminated in any wanner

which causes undue distraction, confusion or hazard to vehicular
traffic.

10
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306 OFF-STREET PARKING: Off-street parking spaces shall be provided
in accordance with the specifications in this section in any district
whenever any new use ls established or existing use is enlarged.

USE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED
Dwelling: Two for each dwelling unit
Church, Theatre, School: One for every four seats 1in

largest meeting room.

Stores, shops, restaurants, One for every 100 square feet
clubs, Funeral homes: of public floor area.

Business Services, Warehouses One for every 300 square feet of
Professional Offices, gross floor area.

Manufacturing Plants One per two employees.

Hospitals: One per two beds.

Motels: One per rental unit,

306.1 No off-street parking space shall have an area less than 200
square feet exclusive of access drives.

306.2 Any off-street parking lot for more than five vehicles shall

be graded for proper drainage and surfaced so as to provide a
durable and dustless surface.

306.3 Any lighting used to {lluminate any off-street parking lot

shall be so arranged as to reflect light away from adjoining premises
in any "R" District.

307 OFF-STREET LOADING: One off-street loading berth of not less than
35 feet by 10 feet shall be provided for every business and industrial
use with a floor area of more than 5,000 square feet; with one addi-

tional berth required for each additional 25,000 square feet of floor
area.

308 SITE PLAN REVIEW: No Zoning Certificate, Building Permit or
Occupancy Permit shall be issued for any principal use upon any lot
except a single family home until a Site Development Plan has been

gubmitted, reviewed and approved in accordance with the following
provisions: ;

¥
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308.1 The application for apptoval of a proposed Site Development
Plan shall be submitted in the office of the Zoning Officer no later
than five working days prior to the Plannlng Commission's' regularly
gcheduled meeting, and shall be accompanied by a fee established by
resolution of the Governing Body to cover the cost of review.

308.2 The application shall consist of not less than two copies of
the letter of application together with not less than five prints of
each drawing submitted as part of the proposed Site Development Plan.
The Proposed Site Development Plan shall be drawn in accordance with

standard architectural and engineering practices to clearly indicate :
the following:

308.2 (a) Property lines and total acreage of parcel proposed or
development;

308.2 (b) All existing streets, rights-of-way, and easements related
to the development;

308.2 (c) The location of existing driveways on adjacent properties;

308.2 (d) The location of relevant natural features, including, but
not limited to, streams or other natural water courses and adjacent

lands whlch are subject to flooding, and significant stands of
existing trees; :

308.2 (e) The location of existing structures, including structures

located on abutting property 1f within fifty feet of the common pro-
perty line;

308.2 (f) Required front, side and rear yard lines;

308.2 (g) Contour 1lines at two foot intervals where average slope is

ten percent or less, and five foot intervals where average slope
exceeds ten percent;

308.2 (h) Location of proposed structures, walkways, driveways,
entrances, parking facilities, loading spaces, landscaping, signs,

lighting facilities, fences or walls, and other site improvements or
amenities;

308.2 (i) Contours and sufficlent elevations to show proposed gradings
and data to show gradient of access drives and park- ing facilities;

308.2 (J) Location and approximate size of utilities to serve the
development. "
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